Felbridge — a new sans serif family designed by Robin Nicholas in 2003 for Agfa Monotype.

FELBRIDGE

Felbridge finds its roots in letterforms created for on- elbr1 d ge ﬁ I’]dS .Its I’OOtS .I n

screen presentation. Robin Nicholas, the family’s
designer explains, “The inspiration came from experi-

ments to develop an ideal typeface for use in web pages Lette rfo rms cC reated for on-

and electronic media. I wanted a straightforward sans

serif with strong, clear letter forms which would not screen p rese ﬂtaﬁ on. RO b1 n
degrade when viewed in low resolution environments.” . O .
An added benefit is that the design also performs N]Ch 0 [aS, the fa mi Ly S deS] gﬂel’

exceptionally in traditional print applications. A “ A . .
explains, “The inspiration came

P To achieve his first goal, Robin adjusted the interior
strokes of complex characters like the ‘M’ and ‘W’ to from exper] m ents to d e\/elo p an
a C e .I prevent on-screen pixel build-up and improve legibility.
Characters with round strokes were also drawn with -ld ea [ typefa ce for use in Web pages

“squared” proportions to take full advantage of screen

feal esiate, In additton, smal serife were added o, @Nd electronic media. [ wanted a
O 1 2 3 q 5 7 9 racters like the ‘I, and ‘[’ to improve both legibility

and readability. “The result is a typeface with a slightly . . .

humanist feel, and outstanding legibility — even at Stra] ghtfo rwa rd sans se r.lf WTth
latively U point sizes.” .

relatively small point sizes strong, clear letter forms which

The italic forms have been designed to give good contrast . .

when used in Roman text where emphasis is required. wou ld n Ot d egra d ew h en vi e\/\/ed n

Robin drew the italic in the tradition of being visually . . 1

lighter than the related Roman font-in contrast to most LO\/\/ reso [U t] on environmen tS . An

sans serif typefaces which have italics based on the . .

simple “sloped Roman” principal. The letter shapes also a d d e d b en eﬁt 1S th at th e d es] gn

have a slightly calligraphic flavor and distinctive

“hooked” strokes that improve fluency. also performs exceptionally in

Felbridge is available in six weights: Light, Regular, Bold tr a d]t] ona [ ri nt a h C at] ons
and Extra Bold with complementary italics for the Regular p p p :
and Bold designs. The result is a remarkably versatile

typeface family, which will find a comfortable home in

applications as diverse as text copy in magazines and TO a Chi eve h.i s ﬁ rSt g oa |. R o bi n
9

periodicals, to display work in advertising and product

branding. An added benefit is that, as a branding type- . . .

face, Felbridge will work in all environments from a d.] u Sted th el nte rior St ro kes Of
traditional hardcopy material to web design and even for . CRAY
general office use. As part of a corporate identity, this com p leX Ch ara Cte rs l.'l ke th e M
no nonsense typeface family will be a distinctive and

effective communications tool. an d ‘W’ tO p reve nt on-screen

rstuvw pixel build-up and improve
legibility. Characters with round strokes were also drawn with

“squared” proportions to take full advantage of screen real
estate. In addition, small serifs were added to characters like

A 3 ‘ ’ the ‘I, ‘j’ and ‘U to improve both legibility and readability.
“The result,” according to Robin, “is a typeface with a slightly
~ humanist feel, and outstanding legibility — even at relatively

a b Cd e-g small point sizes.”

The italic forms have been designed to give good contrast when
123[ 5 used in Roman text where emphasis is required. Robin drew the
) italic in the tradition of being visually lighter than the related
Roman font—in contrast to most sans serif typefaces which have
italics based on the simple “sloped Roman” principal. The letter
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LIGHT

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz 1234567890 .,!?

REGULAR

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvwxyz 1234567890 .,!?

ITALIC

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz 1234567890 .,!?

BOLD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz 1234567890 .,!?

BOLD ITALIC

ABCDEFGHIIKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 1234567890 .,!?

EXTRA BOLD

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
1234567890 .,!?

CHARACTER SET

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ & AEQD
abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxyz aecegfifl32°

0123456789 @ $EE¥RfY ([{«o»}]) “2Ls.¢i” T
AAAAACEEEEIITINOOOOUUUUY
333453¢606681TING0666UUNNY
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon of
wine. You may choose your own favourite
vintage for this imaginary demonstration, so
that it be a deep shimmering crimson in colour.
You have two goblets before you. One is of
solid gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear glass,
thin as a bubble, and as transparent. Pour and
drink; and according to your choice of goblet, I
shall know whether or not you are a
connoisseur of wine. For if you have no feelings
about wine one way or the other, you will want
the sensation of drinking the stuff out of a
vessel that may have cost thousands of pounds;
but if you are a member of that vanishing tribe,
the amateurs of fine vintages, you will choose
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon
of wine. You may choose your own
favourite vintage for this imaginary
demonstration, so that it be a deep
shimmering crimson in colour. You have
two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear
glass, thin as a bubble, and as
transparent. Pour and drink; and
according to your choice of goblet, I shall
know whether or not you are a connois-
seur of wine. For if you have no feelings
about wine one way or the other, you will
want the sensation of drinking the stuff
out of a vessel that may have cost
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon of
wine. You may choose your own favourite
vintage for this imaginary demonstration, so
that it be a deep shimmering crimson in colour.
You have two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite patterns.
The other is of crystal-clear glass, thin as a
bubble, and as transparent. Pour and drink; and
according to your choice of goblet, I shall know
whether or not you are a connoisseur of wine.
For if you have no feelings about wine one way
or the other, you will want the sensation of
drinking the stuff out of a vessel that may have
cost thousands of pounds; but if you are a
member of that vanishing tribe, the amateurs of
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon
of wine. You may choose your own
favourite vintage for this imaginary
demonstration, so that it be a deep
shimmering crimson in colour. You have
two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear glass,
thin as a bubble, and as transparent. Pour
and drink; and according to your choice of
goblet, I shall know whether or not you are
a connois-seur of wine. For if you have no
feelings about wine one way or the other,
you will want the sensation of drinking the
stuff out of a vessel that may have cost
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon of
wine. You may choose your own favourite
vintage for this imaginary demonstration, so
that it be a deep shimmering crimson in
colour. You have two goblets before you. One
is of solid gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear glass,
thin as a bubble, and as transparent. Pour
and drink; and according to your choice of
goblet, I shall know whether or not you are a
connoisseur of wine. For if you have no
feelings about wine one way or the other, you
will want the sensation of drinking the stuff
out of a vessel that may have cost thousands
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Imagine that you have before you a
flagon of wine. You may choose your
own favourite vintage for this imaginary
demonstration, so that it be a deep
shimmering crimson in colour. You have
two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear
glass, thin as a bubble, and as
transparent. Pour and drink; and
according to your choice of goblet, I
shall know whether or not you are a
connois-seur of wine. For if you have no
feelings about wine one way or the

Imagine that you have before you a flagon of wine. You
may choose your own favourite vintage for this imaginary
demon-stration, so that it be a deep shimmering crimson
in colour. You have two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite patterns. The other is
of crystal-clear glass, thin as a bubble, and as
transparent. Pour and drink; and according to your choice
of goblet, I shall know whether or not you are a
connoisseur of wine. For if you have no feelings about
wine one way or the other, you will want the sensation of
drinking the stuff out of a vessel that may have cost
thousands of pounds; but if you are a member of that
vanishing tribe, the amateurs of fine vintages, you will
choose the crystal, because everything about it is
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon of wine.
You may choose your own favourite vintage for this
imaginary demonstration, so that it be a deep
shimmering crimson in colour. You have two goblets
before you. One is of solid gold, wrought in the most
exquisite patterns. The other is of crystal-clear
glass, thin as a bubble, and as transparent. Pour and
drink; and according to your choice of goblet, I shall
know whether or not you are a connoisseur of wine.
For if you have no feelings about wine one way or
the other, you will want the sensation of drinking the
stuff out of a vessel that may have cost thousands of

Imagine that you have before you a flagon of wine. You
may choose your own favourite vintage for this imaginary
demon-stration, so that it be a deep shimmering crimson in
colour. You have two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite patterns. The other is of
crystal-clear glass, thin as a bubble, and as transparent.
Pour and drink; and according to your choice of goblet, I
shall know whether or not you are a connoisseur of wine.
For if you have no feelings about wine one way or the
other, you will want the sensation of drinking the stuff out
of a vessel that may have cost thousands of pounds; but if
you are a member of that vanishing tribe, the amateurs of
fine vintages, you will choose the crystal, because

11 0n13

Imagine that you have before you a flagon of wine.
You may choose your own favourite vintage for
this imaginary demonstration, so that it be a deep
shimmering crimson in colour. You have two
goblets before you. One is of solid gold, wrought in
the most exquisite patterns. The other is of
crystal-clear glass, thin as a bubble, and as
transparent. Pour and drink; and according to your
choice of goblet, I shall know whether or not you
are a connoisseur of wine. For if you have no
feelings about wine one way or the other, you will
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon of
wine. You may choose your own favourite
vintage for this imaginary demonstration, so
that it be a deep shimmering crimson in colour.
You have two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite patterns.
The other is of crystal-clear glass, thin as a
bubble, and as transparent. Pour and drink; and
according to your choice of goblet, I shall know
whether or not you are a connoisseur of wine.
For if you have no feelings about wine one way
or the other, you will want the sensation of
drinking the stuff out of a vessel that may have
cost thousands of pounds; but if you are a
member of that vanishing tribe, the amateurs of
fine vintages, you will choose the crystal,
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Imagine that you have before you a flag-
on of wine. You may choose your own
favourite vintage for this imaginary
demonstration, so that it be a deep
shimmering crimson in colour. You have
two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear
glass, thin as a bubble, and as trans-
parent. Pour and drink; and according to
your choice of goblet, I shall know
whether or not you are a connoisseur of
wine. For if you have no feelings about
wine one way or the other, you will want
the sensation of drinking the stuff out of
a vessel that may have cost thousands of
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Imagine that you have before you a flagon of
wine. You may choose your own favourite
vintage for this imaginary demonstration, so that
it be a deep shimmering crimson in colour. You
have two goblets before you. One is of solid gold,
wrought in the most exquisite patterns. The other
is of crystal-clear glass, thin as a bubble, and as
transparent. Pour and drink; and according to
your choice of goblet, I shall know whether or not
you are a connoisseur of wine. For if you have no
feelings about wine one way or the other, you will
want the sensation of drinking the stuff out of a
vessel that may have cost thousands of pounds;
but if you are a member of that vanishing tribe,
the amateurs of fine vintages, you will choose the
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Imagine that you have before you a fla-
gon of wine. You may choose your own
favourite vintage for this imaginary
demonstration, so that it be a deep
shimmering crimson in colour. You have
two goblets before you. One is of solid
gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear
glass, thin as a bubble, and as trans-
parent. Pour and drink; and according to
your choice of goblet, I shall know
whether or not you are a connoisseur of
wine. For if you have no feelings about
wine one way or the other, you will want
the sensation of drinking the stuff out of a

Imagine that you have before you a flagon of wine. You may choose
your own favourite vintage for this imaginary demonstration, so
that it be a deep shimmering crimson in colour. You have two gob-
lets before you. One is of solid gold, wrought in the most exquisite
patterns. The other is of crystal-clear glass, thin as a bubble, and as
transparent. Pour and drink; and according to your choice of goblet,
I shall know whether or not you are a connoisseur of wine. For if
you have no feelings about wine one way or the other, you will want

W: http://www.agfamonotype.co.uk T: 01737 765 959



